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by extreme lack of moisture in the air, the paper on which American local
newspapers of half a century and more ago, which are of course of high
value to the history of the younger States and townships, were printed, has
suffered far worse deterioration than that of English newspapers of the same
or earlier periods. From this limited application the method was rapidly
extended in libraries possessing projectors, or "reading machines," i.e. im-
proved and specialized magic lanterns in which the film can be magnified
and read.

Stimulated by a special demand from the firm which acts as agent for
American University libraries needing microfilms, and in particular for a
great co-operative linguistic undertaking involving examination of all English
books printed before 1600, the Museum in 1935 made an arrangement by
which this firm established a camera in the Museum Studio and a projector
in the MSS. Students' Room. Very large quantities of microfilms have been
made, though the number of European libraries equipped with projectors
is still not large.

A word should be added as to the system of "scheduling" negatives. Many
MSS. and books are too fragile or precious for repeated handling to be allowed
if avoidable; and some of these are just those celebrated documents which
are in frequent demand. Where an official negative exists, it is "scheduled/*
and must be used; where not, the negative made must be suitable to be
scheduled for future general use, and is retained by the Museum, a duplicate
being supplied if required (which it rarely is) at half-price. Casts of seals
now or formerly attached to MSS, are also supplied.

Apparatus (a Harovia-Muir Analytic Lamp) for making faded MS.
legible by ultra-violet or infra-red rays is in use in the Department of Manu-
scripts. The first apparatus of this kind was presented by a much-loved and
regretted reader and friend of the Museum Library, the late Professor
John M. Manly*

The Museum is well equipped with scientific appliances, which its Research
Laboratory keeps improving. Perhaps only the Henry ,E. Huntington Library
in California and the Vatican have developed these aids to the work of a
library to so high a pitch.
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